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Course Description:
This course is part B of a two-part series that introduces common idioms while practicing conversation skills at the upper intermediate level.
Course Objectives:
This class will:

· present idiomatic expressions using dialogues;

· provide opportunities to learn and practice the idioms;

· teach when to use the idioms;

· demonstrate the correct grammatical usage of idioms;

· provide opportunities for students to present new idioms to the class;

· connect oral to written language using dictation.

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:

Communication Skills

Speaking Skills

· produce high frequency idioms in dialogues and group discussions.

· apply correct stress pattern

Listening Skills

· demonstrate comprehension of idioms within the context of a dialogue;

· demonstrate comprehension of a short dictated narrative by writing the narrative.

Reading Skills

· demonstrate comprehension of written idioms.

Writing Skills
· use the idioms grammatically in writing

· produce a log of idioms heard or read outside of class, including contexts and definitions.

Decision Making Skills
· choose appropriate idioms for use in real-life work, family or community contexts;

· use graphs to document his/her progress.

Interpersonal Skills
· work cooperatively in groups;

· resolve conflict, negotiate and compromise in order to solve problems in a group.
Lifelong Learning Skills

· use the Internet to find examples of idioms and their definitions;
· gather idioms from work, family or community contexts;

· identify strengths and weaknesses in using idioms.

Length of Course:
33 lecture hours
Grading Method:
Pass/No pass

Prerequisites:
Student Performance Level (SPL) 6 measured by the BEST Plus 

and CASAS Functional Writing Assessment 3, or successful 

completion of Intermediate Conversation
Required Text:
All Clear 2, Listening and Speaking,3nd edition, by  Fragiadakis

Major Topic Outline:

Lesson 5
	take/ask for/give a rain check
	be swamped (with)
	be drowning in

	be swimming in
	be up to one’s eyeballs (ears) in
	make a difference

	get something over with
	talk someone into/talk out of
	after all…

	have something in mind
	go back and forth
	be looking forward to 

	be through with
	
	


Lesson 6

	in ages
	for ages
	catch up

	be/on/in/out of the way
	keep busy (with)
	believe it or not

	be kidding
	it turned out
	it sounds too good to be true

	down the road
	the rest of
	run into


Lesson 7

	hold it
	What in the world?
	What on earth?

	I can’t believe my eyes/ears!
	throw away/throw out
	get rid of

	care about
	take car of
	clean up

	feel guilty about
	do research
	find out

	run out of
	go through
	take something out of


Lesson 8

	over the break
	over vacation
	on vacation

	show around
	travel around
	work out

	in advance
	ahead of time
	be better/worse off

	That’s music to my ears!
	at least
	get a lot/nothing out of

	keep/stay/be/get back in touch
	be out of touch
	lose touch

	above all
	
	


